
Despite African nations boosting defence spending in recent months, it is evident 
from their nature that transnational maritime security threats cannot be addressed 

by individual states in isolation. Although much progress has been made in the realm 
of maritime security, incidents of piracy and other transnational threats continue. 

Ahead of the annual AFSEC Summit (Casablanca; 30-31 May, 2017) Defence IQ 
surveyed those in its community involved in security in Africa. We discovered the 

levels of confidence, the requirements, and the priorities in the region…

AFRICAN SECURITY
2017 & BEYOND

WHERE OUR RESPONDENTS ARE INVOLVED

While those surveyed are not involved exclusively to one sub-region, respondents are 
primarily involved in Western Africa more than any other sub-region, an area subject to 
security threats that include transatlantic drug trafficking and home-grown insurgencies.
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More than half of respondents believe that defence and security spending within 
their regions of involvement are currently on the rise.

 BEST MARITIME INVESTMENT PROSPECTS

CONFIDENCE LEVELS IN SECURITY EFFORTS

ACQUISITION PRIORITIES

Of the four vast corners of Africa, respondents believe that states in Western Africa 
are the most likely to increase maritime security spending over the next 3 

years. This is perhaps not surprising given the complex and persistent nature of 
violent crime and insurgency around the Gulf of Guinea. However, recent events 

have also seen a rise in concerns over security in the East and the likelihood of prob-
lems expanding again around the Gulf of Aden.

Those surveyed were asked how confident they are in African nations to effectively 
address the current security issues in their region. The results suggest there is a 

distinct lack of optimism in current efforts as over half of respondents expressed a 
distinct lack of confidence that nations can implement progress where it is needed…

Further to the lack of confidence in current security efforts, opinion also identified a 
lack of proper equipment. Asked whether they believe the African regions in which 
they are involved are currently ‘well equipped to deal with the existing and growing 

security threats’ in and around their areas of concern, three quarters of those
surveyed said nations are under-equipped – and almost 40% of those believe this 

is at a ‘dangerous’ level of deficiency.

Data is king. Of the systems and platforms listed, intelligence and information man-
agement systems ranked cumulatively as the most important priority for acquisition 
across African nations as a whole. This is closely followed by a need for OPVs, which 

offer a platform for a wide range of capabilities including enhanced ISR.
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