
There Can  
Only Be 

The U.S. Air Force T-X Trainer Competition 

The Air Force will release a final RFP in December, and anticipates awarding a contract in 2017. T-X initial operational 
capability is planned for 2024. And with the F-35 Initial Operational Capability fast approaching the US pilot training 
community is on the cusp of a significant shift that will shape the global sector for years to come. This will be a 
discussion at this year’s Military Flight Training USA event, November 2-4 in San Antonio, TX. It will act as a critical 
gathering for any officer or executive with a vested interest  in the T-X Program, US pilot training, 5th generation 
aircraft training and the wider military flight training  community. 
 
The US Air Force is looking for even more out of its contractors. They are incentivizing industry to exceed the threshold 
requirements for specific performance aspects. The bidder will receive a bonus for every 0.1g above the 6.5g 
threshold, and up to the 7.5g objective. So, for two T-X proposals at the same price, the one with the higher sustained-
G capability will be rated higher overall. 

 

T-100 
Raytheon/Leonardo 

Raytheon has said the T-100 will be 
assembled in the U.S. with no location just 
yet. Leonardo will be providing the airframe 
to the T-100; CAE Grumman will 
manufacture the simulation equipment, 
training systems and courseware; and 
Honeywell Aerospace provides the 
propulsion system. The aircraft is based on 
Leonardo’s two-seat M-346 
currently operated by the Israeli, Italian and 
Singaporean Air Forces. The T-100 has a 
proven design, a good company record as -  

Raytheon and Leonardo bring significant experience in training and simulation systems. Leonardo 
says the T-100 is the only proposal with a virtual embedded training capability—live, virtual, and 
constructive (LVC). Pilots in Israel and Italy are already training with the new LVC system.  
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The Bidding Teams 

Boeing/Saab 

Teaser material was recently released 
for Boeing & Saabs designed T-X. 
Black Diamond is led by Boeing’s 
Phantom Works, and aims to reduce 
the cost of future aircraft programs by 
infusing more automated assembly 
into complex aircraft structures. It’s 
likely that the company will shoot for 
the moon with its bid. Without a new 
military aircraft program, Boeing’s St. 
Louis  factory may close.  

Promotional Image For Boeing T-X Trainer courtesy of 
popsci.com.  

Code-name: Black Diamond  

http://www.militaryflighttrainingusa.com/


Northrop/BAE Systems/L-3 

Northrop Grummans T-X prototype 
has the broadly similar appearance  
to the T-38 Talon that it is aiming 
to replace.  
 
It was photographed for the first 
time on August 19 during taxi trials 
at Mojave Air and Space Port . It 
shows a chined-forward fuselage 
and single-engined configuration.  
 

Some officials from Northrop plan on meeting the requirements without breaking the bank. This 
includes sustained G, instantaneous G, angle-of-attack maneuvering and turn rate/turn radius.  
They also have experience on their side. 
 
Northrop Grumman and their partners have designed and delivered more training platforms in 
service than any others, with over 95,000 pilots trained and more than 17 million flight hours 
logged.  

November 2 – 4th in San Antonio, Texas 

Relevant Speaking Sessions  

Current And Emerging DoD Training Acquisition Priorities 

November 3rd  

Mr Kevin Buckley,  
Program Executive Officer, Mobility, Air Force Life Cycle Management Center 
US Air Force 

Air Education & Training Commands T-X Program Update 

Colonel Jonathan Duncan,  
Chief Capability Requirements Division, Air Education & Training Command  
US Air Force 

T-X Program Update 

Colonel Peter Eide,  
Program Manager, T-X Program, Air Force Life Cycle Management Center  
US Air Force 

Three Ways to Register! 
Visit: www.militaryflighttrainingusa.com  

Email: IDGA@idga.org  
Call: 1-800-882-8684 

Current Sponsors:  

Sources: aviationweek    northropgrumman    popsci    combataircraft    janes     

T-50A 
Lockheed Martin & Korea Aerospace Industries 

The T50A was co-developed with Lockheed’s 
Skunk Works, and will be built in Greenville, 
South Carolina. It is a variant of KAI’s T-50.  
 
The T-50A reduces cost and risk  due to the 
fact that it is an upgrade to an already 
existing design. According to 
Aviationweek.com, an industry analyst 
mentioned Lockheed will promote the T-50A 
as the “lowest-risk, lowest-cost solution that 
gets us most of the way.” 

The T-50A has several new features, including a large area display (LAD), embedded training 
systems, and an aerial refueling capability. And the T-50A can exceed the T-X sustained G-force 
requirements with a F404-GE single engine. Although an option for the next training aircraft it 
comes with its disadvantages. Such as limited flexibility. Modifying a current aircraft opposed to 
developing a brand new one gives way to an inability of being flexible in meeting the terms of the 
solicitation, particularly as the requirements change.  
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