
Australia 

Latest Leeuwin 

class ships 

commissioned 

into the navy 

1997 and 2000. 

Could be due 

upgrades. 

Bangladesh 

Known requirement 

for an OSV. A new 

37m vessel 

constructed in 

Malaysia should be 

commissioned late 

2015 or early 

2016. 

Japan 

Latest OSV are 

Nichinan and the 

Shonan Class 

commissioned in 

1999 and 2011 

respectively.  

Myanmar 

Could be a 

candidate for an 

OSV as they 

seek two new 

Kilo class 

submarines from 

Russia.  No 

OSVs in the 

fleet. 

Malaysia  

Their only OSV, 

KD Perantau, 

sank after 

springing a leak 

during refit work 

in November 

2014. 

New Zealand 

Requirement for 

one hydrographic 

survey ship. 

Pakistan 

Known requirement 

for OSVs.  Last 

one dates from 

1982, built in 

Japan. 

Singapore 

Don’t operate 

OSVs.  Should 

be in the 

market to buy 

or happy with 

commercial 

surveys? 

Taiwan 

Operate an old 

OSV of 1995 

vintage built by 

Fincantieri and 

refitted in 

2015. 

Thailand 

Latest OSV 

dates from 

2008 built by 

Unithai based on 

a Damen Schelde 

design 

Vietnam 

Operates a survey 

ship operated by 

the navy built in 

2011 on a Damen 

design 

Algeria 

The only OSV El 

Idrissi dates back 

from 1980. 

Egypt 

Operates 2 small 

survey vessels 

built by the US 

of 1994 vintage.  

Should be a 

candidate for a 

proper OSV. 

Ghana 

No OSV in fleet.  

Could be a solid 

economic case 

for acquisition 

based on policing 

illegal fishing. 

Israel 

Bat Galim, in 

naval use since 

2006 being 

transferred to 

the Israeli 

Government to 

be refitted into 

a modern deep-

water survey 

ship. 

Kenya 

The Jasri Class 

OPV commissioned 

in 2012 also 

operates as a 

survey vessel and 

one of the only 

multi-role ships on 

the continent. 

Kuwait 

Reportedly in the 

market for a new 

survey vessel.  

Currently perform 

surveys with leased 

ships from 

commercial 

providers. 

Mozambique 

No OSV in fleet.  

Could be a solid 

economic case 

for acquisition 

based on policing 

illegal fishing. 

Nigeria 

One ship in service 

with one on order 

in 2013. 

Oman 

Reports in 2014 

indicating a 

request for a 

US FMS sale 

based on the 

R/V Walton 

Smith 

catamaran are 

now known to 

be permanently 

shelved. 

Currently an 

ongoing bid 

process for the 

Navy with 

Damen, Freire 

Shipyards and 

STX’s yard in 

Singapore 

shortlisted. 

Tanzania 

No OSV in fleet.  

Could be a solid 

economic case for 

acquisition based 

on policing illegal 

fishing. 

South Africa 

RFP issued for 

new OSV issued 

in 2014 

Turkey 

Turkish Navy has 

a new survey 

vessel project. The 

new survey vessel 

will replace TCG 

ÇUBUKLU. Writing 

the technical spec 

of the vessel is 

completed in 2015 

Belgium 

Operates one 

OSV of 1984 

vintage. 

Bulgaria 

Operates two 

OSVs of 1986-88 

vintage. 

Denmark 

Currently 

operate 4 

existing ships of 

80’s vintage.  

Could be in the 

market for a 

new ship. 

Greece 

Have a 

requirement for 

an OSV.  Latest 

ship was 

commissioned in 

1989.  Funding 

will remain an 

issue. 

Italy 

Three current 

OSVs due to be 

retired in 2020s. 

Plans in place to 

replace them, 

starting with the 

Magnaghi  

Poland 

Have 8 OSVs; 2 

OSVs from 1982 

and 2 from 1989.  

It is unknown when 

the other 4 ships 

were commissioned.  

Likely older. 

Portugal 

Latest OSVs are 

from 1989, the 

rest older. 

Spain 

Newest OSV is 

2001-2004 

vintage.  

Sweden 

Their only OSV 

is civilian 

operated and of 

1991 vintage. 

Ukraine 

Has 2 OSVs but 

now likely under 

Russian control.  

Funding will be a 

problem. 

Mexico 

Operates two OSVs 

of 1986-88 

vintage. 

Peru 

Currently 

operate 4  

existing ships of 

80’s  

vintage.  Should 

be in the  

market for a 

new ship. 

Uruguay 

Have a requirement 

for an OSV.  

Latest ship was  

commissioned in 

1989. Funding will 

remain an issue. 

Colombia 

Have 3 survey 

vessels: The 

MALPELO, 

ROVIDENCIA and  

QUINDIO 

The naval oceanographic and 

hydrographic survey vessel market is 

buoyant. If you would like to find out 

more about Defence IQ’s research and 

offering in this space please contact:  

Yousuf Malik, Principal Consultant: 

yousuf.malik@iqpc.co.uk  

https://register.iqpc.com/SRS.aspx?eventid=1002883&srs_eventid=1002883&srs_pg=DelegatePage&srs_ln=eng&srs_vn=1
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