
There are landslides all 

around the region, completely 

blocking the only road to and 

from Pokhara, Nepal’s next 

closet (and  

biggest)  

airport to  

Kathmandu.  
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There has also been extensive 

damage to a number of 

important bridges in the region. 

No access is expected for at 

least two weeks, meaning little 

to no logistics support can get 

through by air or road. 
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It is 2am and most people in  

the affected area are asleep, 

meaning there could be 

thousands trapped in their 

homes. It is June during the 

height of the monsoon season, 

which will hinder rescue 

attempts and threaten food 

supplies. 
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The Nepalese government is 

in the middle of a particularly 

heated and bitter territory 

dispute with India, meaning 

relations between the 

neighbouring countries  

are at a 30-year low. 
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An earthquake with a magnitude of 8.7 hits Nepal at 2am local time in late June. 

Its epicentre is in the centre of Kathmandu, just 5km from the Tribhuvan International 

Airport, which is completely destroyed during the tremor. Many commentators are 

already comparing it to the April 2015 quake, but say the initial devastation, location and 

conditions will make it a far more acute humanitarian  

disaster. The casualty rate in the city is unknown but  

expected to be high, as is the damage to buildings and  

the transport and communications infrastructure. 
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If it happened, what would you do? What equipment and resources do aid agencies, militaries and 

NGOs need to be prepared for another disaster? What are their requirements? 

 

The post-conference workshop at the Medical Support Operations event (26 - 28 April, 2016 in 

London, UK) will address this exact scenario. Run by DFID’s Philippa Millard,The workshop will 

look to draw on the unique experiences and knowledge of all military, NGO, Government and 

industry attendees in order to generate effective strategies based on current operational  

capability, training levels, and communications channel. 

 

Download the agenda to find out more or call +44 (0)207 036 1300 to book your place. 

 

In April 2015, a 7.8 magnitude earthquake hit Nepal, killing over 8,000 people and 

injuring more than 21,000. It caused extensive damage and disruption but international 

aid agencies and militaries were able to access those hit worst and offer humanitarian 

aid, logistic support, and disaster relief. Although devastating with a lasting social and 

economic impact that is still being felt today, many analysts believe it could have been 

worse – geologists are already predicting a bigger earthquake causing inevitable 

destruction and a widespread humanitarian crisis in the near future. 

 

What if there was another earthquake, but this time it was even bigger with further 

reaching damage? Airports are out of commission, roads blocked, bridges destroyed; 

The time of year will affect food supplies; and the political climate is fraught. Think 

about this scenario, which was devised with the input and advice from the 

Department for International Development (DFID), in 5 stages… 

Scenario: What if another earthquake hit Kathmandu? 
What Militaries, NGOs and Governments require to be prepared for mass medical support operations  

“We all know Kathmandu will 
happen again. We’ve got the 
experience of the last quake, 
but I’m not sure we know how 
we would do it better yet”. 
Senior government authority 

http://www.medicalsupportops.com/agenda-mc

